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Chairmanôs Report.  

It was nice to see so many members at the AGM, even 

though it was a long one, most made it to the end. It was 

also so nice to see some of our very young future 

members there, Lucy and Scarlet. There was a lot of 

business to get through but we made it by 10.00 (very 

close though). 

It is always reassuring to hear comments from members 

on the subjects being discussed as this shows that there is 

a deep interest in the welfare of the society. Thanks to all 

who participated in voting and thanks to Pat for counting 

each vote. Both Pat and Di are in their 50
th
 year with the 

company, what a fantastic achievement. 

Well time is racing by and the plans for 2011 and 2012 

need to be sorted out. 

Firstly an apology from me, it appears that Calendar Girls 

will not be released until September 2012, so I am afraid 

that it will be put back until March 2013. Someone who 

will remain nameless gave me some duff information. As 

you are aware we will be doing an Old Time Music Hall 

in September and Mother Goose in December/January, 

details inside. We have plans for the rest of 2012 and the 

beginning of 2013 and these will be released as soon as 

we can. 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome our new Vice 

President, Sue Dupont. The round of applause that was 

received after this award was evidence of the esteem that 

Sue is held in. 

It always gives you a warm feeling when you are asked to 

present awards and my congratulations go to Laura Pirret 

for her 10 year membership of DOSYTCo. 

Please continue to give us your support and your input 

into all aspects of the company, as I said at the AGM, I 

guarantee it will be discussed by committee. 

See you soon 

Martyn Rolfe - Chairman   

DOSYTCo Chairpersonôs report 

 

Oliver was a great success for the company and the 

cast enjoyed very good audiences to boot. It was a 

pleasure to watch every single member develop their 

own individual characters and put their all into 

making the show a fantastic one.  Anna Lawrence 

created a superb set and designed the show to ensure 

the company developed their existing skills and every 

single member worked exceptionally hard to put on a 

fantastic show. Her vision for the show must be 

commended. The orchestra under the instruction of 

Joe Ringer was superb and added to the success of 

the show. It was a fabulous week for everyone. 

 

We will be moving more or less straight into 

auditions and rehearsals for the summer concert. "A 

Night at The Movies". Joe Ringer has agreed to MD 

for us and Jodie Quirke will be overseeing the 

choreography. The concert is open to all members 

but I am sure the solos and duets etc will be hotly 

fought over. Performances are on the 15th and 16th 

July at Northgate High School. 

 

As always we have to say a sad farewell to some 

members at the end of this membership year. Joe 

Phelps, Jodie Quirke, Holly Jones, Laura Pirret and 

Chloe Bailey are all leaving this year as well as two 

long standing members (both have been members for 

10 years) Ashley Cashfield and Nicola McErleane. 

We wish them the very best of luck for the future and 

in their chosen career paths (several are heading off 

to study drama / musical theatre whilst some are 

staying closer to home). It has been a pleasure having 

you all as members of DOSYTCo. 

 Emma 

 

Thank you once again for your positive comments and 

contributions. But I do sometimes have to edit them to fit. 

If you have anything to contribute for future issues,  

Please do send it to me for consideration.             

Please note in 2012 we intend to only send Patrons a 

hard copy. Members will receive theirs by e-mail. 

peter.havis@btinternet.com 

http://www.dosoc.co.uk/
mailto:peter.havis@btinternet.com


 

 

     Treasurers Report                                                                                                                                    
What a fantastic production our Panto ñRobin Hood and the Babes in the Woodò was. However, despite rave reviews 

audiences were far below expectations especially on the Wednesday, Thursday and Friday performances. We sold 

around 700 seats against an aim of 1500 seats. You do not need me to tell you that the outcome of this was that we are 

showing another substantial loss. The lack of audience has a knock on effect with the bar and refreshment sales. There 

is less profit going from these sales into our General Account to help offset our Studio costs. We also run two storage, 

workshop barns which also have major implications to our finances as costs are continually spiraling. A full 

breakdown of our accounts was presented at our AGM on the 10
th
 May. If any of you would like a copy please contact 

me. To continue to be a viable Society it is crucial that we attract good houses for all our productions. This is the key 

to financial success. Publicity is a priority, Members and Patrons have a vital role to play with the distribution and 

display of posters around Dereham. Also, we need you to encourage friends, family and work colleagues to come 

along to all productions. 

 We will need to review our pricing policy, we have constantly aimed to keep our prices down and we have rigorously 

resisted increases, but they may be inevitable.  We are fully committed to maintain our reputation for providing 

productions of a high quality and to as a professional standard as our finances will allow. The continued support of 

you our Members and Patrons is truly appreciated. We look forward to receiving your renewed memberships in our 

new financial year. Again new forms are available on request either by phone or email. Thank you in anticipation.                                                                                                                                                         

Margaret 

 

Social Events

  Dereham Operatic Society Summer BBQ On Sunday 24
th

 July 2011, from 1.00pm onwards

 

 

Bring your own table, chairs & drinks 

Order your tickets a s a p:  numbers limited 

Cheques made payable to :   DOS please 

At:  Jane & Chris Mackôs 

Bartles Lodge, Church Street 

Elsing, Dereham NR20 3EA 

 

Tickets Adults: £6 Children (Under 12yrs): £5 

(Inc BBQ & drink on arrival in a beautiful setting)  

julia.havis@btinternet.com 

 

DOSYTCo. Why donôt you come along? Good food and a chance to catch up with and chat to your friends?   

 

                                                    A Message to our Patrons                                                   

We hope to provide you with a full set of productions once the Memorial Hall is complete. Apologies for 

the lack of performances during 2010/11. Grateful thanks for your continued support during this difficult 

time, it really is appreciated. To those of you who pay your subscription by standing order a further thank 

you, this really helps with administration. I am enclosing with this newsletter, a form for those of you pay 

by cash or cheque, for you to complete and return to me with your money. If you would like to pay by 

standing order in future please contact me. As the famous saying goes ñevery little helpsò especially in 

these stringent times. 

It would be lovely to see you at our annual BBQ on July 24th you can be sure of a warm welcome and an 

enjoyable afternoon.  Margaret White.         If you would like to join us, tickets are available from Julia      

(see above Ed) 

Please Note: Paul Woodhouse has joined the DOS Committee and in future he will be the Patrons contact. 



 
ȬRobin Hood and the Babes in the WoodȭȢ Our February 2011 Pantomime . 
 
Despite all the obstacles, everyone worked 
hard and came up with another successful 
Pantomime.  
We were visited by two different NODA 
representatives. 
Printed below are excerpts from their reports.                      
 (These reports and others can be seen in full on the NODA 

website  -  www.noda.org.uk  Ed) 

          
Wed 23

rd
 Feb NODA   Report by Terry Rymer (District 6)  

A confident opening from the lively chorus and a solo 

performance from Beelzebub ï never to be seen again! But we 

booed him anyway. Nick Bird (Sheriff) the archetypal well 

presented and impeccably observed pantomime baddie, Laura 

Pirret was equally óspiritedô. Robin Hood (Judith Oulare) played 

a lively and traditional Principal Boy, complete with thigh slaps 

.Will Scarlett (Emma Gall) was striking in her all red outfit and 

macho posturing as Robinôs right-hand ómanô. Friar Tuck (Kevin 

Reeve) and Little John (Ruth Hannent) proved very able Merry 

Men, With the incompetent Herman the Henchman (Tony 

Wilds), Sheriffôs useless sidekick, Nurse Norah (Gareth Evans) 

playing ósoloô dame for the first time, gave a very stylized 

performance,  wearing the frock with pride,  he engaged the 

audience with confidence and style.  Janet (Martha Bailey) and 

John (Declan Matwij) were excellent óBabesô had bags of 

confidence and talent to spare ï ones to watch for the future. Our 

stylish heroine Maid Marion (Claire Doughty) with fine voice 

was beguiling and suitably maid-like. Chorus and Dancers 

worked hard and moved well to the stirring melodies from the 

excellent duo of MD on keyboard (Ian Futers) and percussionist 

(Matthew Crittenden).  

 

 

This was a fine traditional pantomime, colourful costumes and 

cloths with smooth scene changes. This society deserves their 

audiences to follow wherever they perform. 

 

Thurs 24
th

 Feb  NODA   Report by Jim Farr (District 4N)  

Right from the off set, this production moved at a lively yet well 

drilled pace and represented all that is good about 

pantomime.  The spark and vitality of the show was matched by 

the colourful costumes, set and good lighting. Good use was 

made of the stage, the director observed all the ñrulesò of panto; 

the quality of singing was as good as any other Dereham 

production I have seen.   Gareth Evans (Dame), a highly 

commendable effort. Claire Doughty looked terrific as Maid 

Marion and Judith Oulare played the eponymous role of Robin in 

fine style. The pairing of Nick Bird (Sheriff) and Tony Wilds, 

individually they were good, collectively they were brilliant. A 

pleasure to watch a troupe of dancers perform so well in unison 

and smile at the same time. Choreography throughout, though 

simple in concept, was well presented by the entire cast.   

It was such a pity there were not more people in the audience to 

witness this excellent traditional style family pantomime.

 

Our New Vice President .   Sue Dupont   

SueȭÓ involvement with the theatrical world started when she was working at her first job in Bedford. Her best friend 

decided they would join the Sharnbrook Amateur Theatre in North Bedfordshire. 

Sue started in the back row of the chorus and at the end of this production, it was suggested that perhaps her theatrical 

talent could be better used in a non performing role. Sue was very happy to seek instruction on the technical aspect of 

amateur theatre, enthusiastically assisting with lighting, sound, props, makeup and scenery. She spent 8 happy years with 

Sharnbrook and had the opportunity to go to Waterford International Light Opera Festival with the company.  

When she came to Norfolk and was looking at the various amateur theatre groups, she settled on DOS as she felt we were 

the more welcoming and friendly society. Her first production with Dereham was South Pacific in 1971 where she assisted 

×ÉÔÈ ÍÁËÅÕÐ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ȭχς 0ÁÎÔÏȟ ÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÉÍÅ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ !ÎÄÅÒÓÏÎȟ a man with a lot of experience, joined DOS as our 

ÎÅ× $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȢ  (Å ÓÏÏÎ ÓÐÏÔÔÅÄ 3ÕÅȭÓ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÁÃÈÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ 3ÔÁÇÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ρωχς ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ of Guys & 

Dolls, followed by Fiddler, West Side Story, My Fair Lady, Oliver, and many more including the Pantomimes in between, 

working closely with and learning from our stage manager Norman Rolfe. Sue attended NODA Summer School on the Stage 

Management Course(with a bursary from DOS) and the following year became the link between the professional producers, 

stage crew and students as Stage Manager ɀ Excerpts, which she did for 8 further years, working on 3 extracts in one week. 

Sue joined the DOS Committee and was Chairman for 2 years.   She followed Geoffrey Dann as the NODA rep eastern region 

and still covers the largest region, attending all the productions in her area sometime two per week. She has continued to 

work tirelessly for NODA, supporting and advising groups throughout the region, but never losing her commitment to 

Dereham. Always available and ready to help with props or as stage crew. Her knowledge and contacts within the amateur 

theatrical world is unsurpassed and she is always willing to share this with others.  It  is most fitting for Sue to be appointed 

Vice President following in the footsteps of her mentor and friend Norman Rolfe.  

 

http://www.noda.org.uk/


 

                     Oliver                     

 

Excerpts from some of the e-mails sent to DOSYTCo Chairperson Emma                                                                

(The NODA Report by Sue Dupont can be seen on their website  - www.noda.org.uk  Ed)

From John Warburton NODA Councillor East 

Many congratulations to the whole Company for a splendid 

production of Oliver on Thursday.   There was real character 

coming through and the chorus work was very very good 

indeed.  The scenic arrangements worked well and of course 

the use of characters to clear, change and build the set in full 

light and with action proceeding was first class. The orchestra 

was good. You have a company there to be proud of and 

certainly for some the possibility of an ongoing career.  Please 

convey my congratulations to everyone involved  

With My Best Wishes   John 

From David Pulling Chairman NNOS 

Audrey and I both thoroughly enjoyed the show, Anna 

Lawrence's direction was first class I think we said it all on the 

night but would like to reiterate our thanks for the good work 

that DOSYTCo does with youngsters. There were some high 

standards set by the senior players and some real gems amongst 

the younger players. Your use of the stage was ingenious, the 

set was very cleverly conceived and manipulated and the 

costumes and lighting were all first class. 

David Pulling and Audery Fiddes  

                                        

So Good, she saw it twice . 
Thatôs from Sara Colsell a member of the public who wrote in to the newspapers to say. 

ò I went to see the production of Oliver on Friday night and was completely captivated, so much so that I booked again for 

Saturday. What an absolutely wonderful show. A huge cast, many lead roles all superbly played. It is hard to believe that these 

amazing performers are all 18 and under. Well done to everyone involved.ò                                    (Thank you Sara Colsell. Ed.) 

 

 
 

 

OUR YOUTH GROUP ɀ DOSYTCo will be performing at Northgate High School  
Their Summer Concert  

 
An Evening of Song and Dance from your favorite movies. 

Performances are on Friday 15
th
 and Saturday 16

th
 July at 7.30pm. 

Musical Director: Joe Ringer         Choreography: Jodie Quirke 

Priority Bookings Monday 6
th
 June. 

Box Office: Hallmark. 12 Nelson Place Dereham NR19 1EA. Tel: 01362 694222 
 

http://www.noda.org.uk/



