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                  DOS Chairmans report  

Well, here we are the start of another Dereham 

Operatic Society year. I would like to welcome the 

new committee and hope that they will have a busy 

but enjoyable year. Thank you to all the Patrons for 

your continued support and we look forward to seeing 

you at our shows and social events.  

It is with very mixed emotions that I write this report. 

As you may have read my Father passed away on 

23/3/2010 and will be sadly missed by the family. Dad 

had been a member of DOS since 1957 and had stage 

managed over 100 shows for the company. He was 

also our second Vice President. Like me I am sure that 

many members have lasting memories of him behind 

the scenes and his desire to always deliver the scenery 

on time with his dedicated crew of helpers. 

On a happier note, our other Vice President, David 

Kett, has just celebrated his 80
th
 birthday, I was lucky 

enough to join with many members of the company, 

past and present, at a secret party organised by several 

of his closest friends. The party was to thank David for 

the many years of helping amateur theatre in Norfolk 

and I am sure that we have all benefited from his talent 

at some time. What a great night and surprisingly even 

David enjoyed it. We wish him many more happy 

years. 

Finally, another happy piece of news. I hope you took 

the opportunity to see Beauty and The Beast. The 

youth company never cease to amaze me as to what 

they can create on the Memorial Hall stage, and how 

the voices and acting continue to improve. I am sure 

Emma will have more to say later in the newsletter. 

Well done, it was an excellent high to bid goodbye to 

the old hall. 

May I also thank the DOSYTCo committee they have 

all decided to stay on and I am sure, like me you feel 

they really have done a great job over the past year.  

The production team is in place for Matchgirls and 

after an initial get together they canôt wait to get 

started. I am sure that most of you know Tony 

(Director) and Andy (Musical Director) but might not 

have met Jean Cator (Choreographer) before.  

I have worked with Jean several times; I am looking 

forward to working with her again. ïPlease donôt let her 

sing at rehearsals!!!  

This is going to be another unusual year for us all, as we 

will be performing in different venues and at unusual 

times but I am sure as always that you will all give the 

society your full support. 

See you soon     Martyn      Martyn Rolfe ï Chairman 

PS please use the website dosoc.org  

                 DOSYTCo Chairpersonôs report  

Beauty and The Beast was performed from the 14th -

17thApril. The cast of 47 thoroughly enjoyed themselves 

and excelled in their performances. It was a great week 

working with the whole production and backstage team. 

The feedback from the audience was very positive 

particularly with regard to the strength of individual 

voices and performances and the professionalism of the 

whole company. The only disappointing aspect was the 

poor houses. 

 

Following a fantastic week performing Beauty and The 

Beast we have moved straight into simultaneous 

rehearsals for the Dereham Festival and DOSYTCo's 

summer concert. The small but very select group for the 

Dereham Festival will be joining the adult company and 

performing songs from Beauty and The Beast and Joseph. 

 

The summer concert which will be directed by Jonathan 

Lodge has a theme of Modern Broadway musicals and has 

a cast of approx 45.This will be performed at Northgate 

School on July 24th (matinee and evening performance).  

Following this everyone will be looking forward to a well 

earned rest over the summer before starting workshops 

again in September. 

 

Membership will need to be renewed by 31st Aug and 

forms will be sent in the summer. Any new members 

wishing to join should contact dosytco@hotmail.com. 

Emma  

 

Itôs Issue 03 already, thank you for your positive comments. 

We have changed the format this time to squeeze everything 

in.  If you have anything to contribute for future issues, 

please do send it to me for consideration. (Ed) 

peter.havis@btinternet.com    

 

 

http://www.dosoc.co.uk/
http://uk.mc870.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=dosytco@hotmail.com
mailto:peter.havis@btinternet.com


          

                                                             

                                                               Treasurers Report 
 

At the 31
st
 March 2010 our funds stood at £45,876.30 this was £3,504.90 less than at the same time last year. Because 

of very low interest rates at the moment £30,000 has been invested in a 13 month bond with NatWest Bank. 

The Pantomime ñAladdinò was our financial saviour this year, the only thing we made a profit on, £2,898.40.    

Because we did not have a main show this year we did not make as much money on the sales of drink, ice cream etc, 

therefore our General Administration Account was overspent by £1,621.91. This year Studio, Mowles Manor and 

Administrative costs came to £6043.48. The income from our in house sales and events was £2,014.61 hence the 

shortfall. 

DOSYTCo accounts showed a loss but the main committee are happy to fully support and to accept the loss in the 

interests of the wonderful work that has been done for the youngsters. Our membership was also down this year again 

because of the lack of a main show. All things considered the Committee has decided to put membership fees up from 

April 2011; acting membership will be £25 non-acting will be £15.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Margaret White 

                                                                                       Social Events 
 

Quiz and Chips Night 

What a great success! 54 people attended, making up 

11 teams. The well deserved winning team were Bitz 

& Reprisers: Julie Hewitt, David Rees, John McInnes, 

Linda & Ross Campbell and the secret weapon, 

Emelia.   

 

A very big thank you to the Quiz Masters: Sue and 

Kevin Jude who did a fantastic job, and also to The 

Mariners for delivering the delicious and hot fish and 

chips supper.   

Thanks you to all who attended.  It was good to see 

some new faces.  We look forward to the next one 

which we hope to organise for November. 

 

Interval Refreshments: 

Thank you to Jill Everett and Zelda Rolfe for helping 

to serve the interval coffees and teas for the Play. 

Thanks also to the many people who have helped in the 

past with Interval refreshments for the various 

productions.   

If you would like to come along and óget involvedô I 

would love to hear from anyone interested in helping. 

Itôs not too taxing, really, only a hectic 20 minutes! 

 

 

DOS Summer BBQ 

Sunday, 4
th
 July, 2010 

From 1.00pm onwards 

At:  Jane & Chris Mackôs 

Bartles Lodge, Church Street 

Elsing, Dereham NR20 3EA 

 

Tickets Adults: £6 Children: £5 

(Inc BBQ & d rink on arrival in a beautiful setting)  

Bring your own table, chairs & drinks 

 

 

Order your tickets a s a p:  numbers limited 

Cheques made payable to:   DOS please 

julia.havis@btinternet.com 

or Tel: 01362 820936 

 

This is always good time for a catch-up with friends 

you may not have seen for a while, and we especially 

like the fact that it is an event to which the Patrons 

come.  Everyone is very welcome; it really is a lazy 

afternoon ï except for the BBQers. We look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 Christmas Party ï Saturday 4
th
 December 

Yes! Itôs booked already.  Elaine is very keen to make sure we have a really good ódoô this year and Mike Lynn has 

already agreed to provide the Disco, so put the date in your diary now.  There will be more details to come, but it will 

be a buffet supper and disco similar to last year.  Numbers will be limited so if you are interested please send me an e-

mail. 

 

10 Pin Bowling Are you interested in an evening of Bowling?  I thought I might arrange this for June.  If you are 

interested can you let me know and also indicate if you would prefer a mid week evening or weekend.   e-mail would 

be good. 

Julia  

 

mailto:julia.havis@btinternet.com


 

 

 
 

 
For the Dereham Festival we will be performing a concert entitled  

ñMade in Heavenò 
Directed By David Rees.                       Musical Director Charlie Caine  

 
A blend of songs with a spiritual theme from your favourite musicals and films.  

Ensemble singing, in harmonies, together with various solos, duets and group numbers, in a concert style format. 

ñMade in Heaven" - St. Nicholas Church, Wednesday 26 May, 7.30pm 

Rehearsals are in full swing, with some really joyful, moving and uplifting numbers taking shape for 
the Dereham Festival concert on 26th May at St. Nicholas Church. 

Charlie Caine and I are really enjoying working with a "heavenly host" of voices and talent from 
both the adult and youth companies, and everyone is preparing to don their best Bib and Tucker 

and sing their hearts out on this special "one-night only" performance. 

The concert is packed with numbers from the very best of stage, screen and popular music, all 
with a spiritual, inspiring or celebratory feel. Come and enjoy firm favourites from shows such as 

Sister Act, Jesus Christ Superstar, The Sound of Music, Les Mis, Joseph and many others, 
including a few numbers you may not have heard, but we think you will love! 

Tickets are now on sale from Hallmark on 01362 694222, so please do come along and support 
this special event, in the beautiful setting of Dereham's own Norman church. 

David Rees - Director 

This is aò one off eventò a unique  opportunity to hear over 25 members of DOS  & DOSYTCo  singing in the  

wonderful  environment of St Nicholas Church. It will be a night to remember. 

 

Members and Patrons please come and support your Society and tell your friends about it. 

         

                                                              
 

Our Youth Theatre Summer Concert will be: 

 

óBroadway Hitsô 

A selection of Modern Broadway Songs 

 
Saturday 24th July   2.30pm  and 7.30 pm  2010  

Northgate High School,   Dereham 
Box Office HALLMARK:    Priority Bookings Wednesday 14th June 

 

       



                          

                                             

                                                        

 

 
Our Musical for 2010 will be: 

 

ñThe Matchgirlsò 
 

Book and Lyrics by Bill Owen                 Music by Tony Russell 
 

Musical Director  Andy Lofthouse:                 Producer Tony Wilds            Choreographer   Jean Cator 

 

Wednesday 27th to Saturday 30
th
 October 2010 

 
Northgate School 

Box Office HALLMRK   Priority Bookings from 13
th
 September 2010 

 

This factually based musical follows Kate, and her fellow workers, as they join forces with the famous 

social reformer óAnnie Bessantô, to fight for better conditions in the Bryant & May match factory. 

There are also many sub plots. 

Despite the subject matter of the musical, a strong emphasis is placed on the positive mentality and 

natural ebullience of the so called 'cockney sparrows', this leading explosively to a number of cheerful, 

toe-tapping songs and dance routines. 

The show boasts eleven named female parts, although there can easily be more!   They are referred to as 
ñgirlsò, but all ages are represented.  There is also Joe and his fellow Dockers, and other characters, to be 

cast! This is a dynamic, passionate, moving and, above all, fun show, and requires enthusiastic cast to 
portray the characters and set the stage alight! 

Audition Prep night Tuesday 8th June  at 7.30pm when Andy will help you with Musical pieces and Tony 
will help you with Dialogue for the Auditions which will be held on Sunday 13th June starting at 10am. 

These will both be at the Studio 

Tony and Andy were both pleased to see a large number of people at the introductory evening on the 26
th
 April for 

THE MATCHGIRLS.   

However, as always, we need more people (particularly men) to make this show the success it can be. 

Are you interested?  If you are, please contact Tony on 07894 919088. 

                               Please spread the word to others that might be interested   

 

 Then-------                                 Its Panto Time  - (But not yet.) 
                                                           

Our Pantomime for 2011 
Will be 

 

ñBabes in the Woodò 

At Northgate School 

Wednesday 23rd February to  Saturday 27th February 

Watch this Space for more details in the next Issue 

                                                                                         
DID YOU KNOW:  A ducks Quack ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Echo. But nobody knows why! Ed)   

  



 

                  

    NORMAN ROLFE . Vice President 

Norman sadly died on 23
rd
 March aged 87.  He had 

been involved with DOS for over 50 years. During 

which time he was involved with constructing sets for 

over 120 productions and for many of them he was 

also Stage Manager. 

On the 15
th
 April a Celebration of Normans life was 

held at St Nicholas Church which was attended by his 

family and a large number of his friends and 

associates. Norman gave much of his time to helping 

others by being actively involved with many 

organisations. One of the many stories about Norman 

was one he liked to tell himself.  

In 1957, not long after Norman and Maise had moved 

into the flat adjacent to the Memorial Hall, one night  

Mr John Whitehouse knocked on the door and asked 

if he could have a jug of hot water, John was painting 

scenery for the societyôs next production. Norman had 

always had an interest in stage scenery so he 

accompanied John back to the Hall ï and the rest is 

history.  

As Martyn aptly said ñHe will be remembered by 

many as being unselfish, practical, reliable, totally 

trustworthy, deeply caring and lovableò. 

 

I feel privileged to have known Norman going back to 

the 70ôs working on sets with him and as stage crew.     

Norman was a true Gentleman 

 He had agreed to share his vast knowledge with me 

on the history of the Memorial Hall. We were 

planning to include this in the Newsletter as a series 

of articles over a number of issues. 

 I would like to dedicate the following brief history to 

Normanôs memory(Ed)         

                              

 DEREHAM MEMORIAL HALL (A Brief History) 

In 1817 James Elvin established this building as a 

Coach Building Factory and when he died in 1880 his 

son Charles Norton Elvin carried on the Family 

Business. Elvinôs built quality coaches for nobility 

throughout Britain and Europe which included the 

Czar of Russia. At times they employed over 50 

workers. 

Coaches made for wealthy families had their own coat 

of arms painted on the doors, all of which were 

recorded by Charles Elvin who studied the subject of 

Heraldry. He became recognised as an expert, 

publishing several books on the subject. Before his 

death in 1894 he had 12 heraldic shields painted for  

St Nicholas Parish church. His son Thomas carried on 

the business but the lack of orders following the 

coming of the Motor Car forced it to close.  

 

 

 

The Property was offered for sale in 1908 as a ólarge,  

three story building, with yard and stabling, suitable  

for a Motor Works, Laundry etcô   It was however 

bought and became a Public Hall.  

Most of the interior was demolished except at the 

front where each side of the ground floor main 

entrance became Perryôs Sweet Shop and Faux the 

Hairdressers. The two upper floors at the front became 

living accommodation. 

The main hall had a balcony at one end and a stage at 

the other, like today. 

When moving pictures arrived the Hall became the 

Picture Palace, with shows every evening (6d & 1/- 

downstairs. 1/6 for the Balcony). In 1934 when talkies 

arrived at the Exchange in the Market Place, The 

Picture Palace was made into a heated swimming 

pool, the floor being replaced each November and 

used during the winter as a dance hall. The hall 

became the Pool Cinema during WW2 to entertain the 

many troops and evacuees based in Dereham. After 

the War it was purchased by the Urban District 

Council and became The War Memorial Hall. Names 

of fallen soldiers can be seen each side of the main 

entrance.  

 

 UPDATE   Refurbishment of Memorial Hall project 

Report to date (6
th
 May 2010)  

by Dave Filer/ John White     

The situation is ongoing but moving forward. All 

tenders are to be received by the 17th May. In 

preparation bore holes have been drilled to ensure 

suitability of ground for footings. Samples of plaster 

have been checked for asbestos. Electrical cables are 

being rerouted to enter ñStudioò via our workshop. 

The actual bar is being repositioned within the new 

bar area to allow a better flow of movement through 

the bar. We have had talks with our solicitors 

regarding the changes to ensure everything is legal. 

Donôt worry the solicitorôs bill is being picked up by 

the Town Council. When the decision to commence 

work is finally made we (DOS) will have to vacate 

our Studio for about two months. This should be 

sometime in June. Anybody willing to help move our 

equipment out of the Studio and Workshop please 

contact names below, we will know the dates better 

after the 17
th
 May. 

Storage space for our equipment is being arranged by 

the Town Council. 

John White  01603 412874  whitemags5@aol.com                          

Dave Filer  07860 347578  david.filer@tesco.net 

PeterHavis 07887 723515 peter.havis@btinternet.com                  

Kevin Jude 07540 397095  k.jude@sky.com 

mailto:whitemags5@aol.com
mailto:k.jude@sky.com


 

 

The Dereham Operatic Society  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

 

 The AGM was held in the Studio at 7.30pm on Wednesday 5
th
 May. It was well attended by over 55 Members 

Patrons and Friends of the Society. The Chairman reported on the past twelve months, explaining the difficult 

decision the committee had to make to cancel the October show. (This had only happened twice before in the 62 

years history of  DOS) It was felt that commitments to other productions in the area and the uncertainty of where the 

Production would be held contributed to a lack of response. However the chairman went on to highlight all the 

Society Social events which took place in the last 12 month all being well supported and enjoyed. The BBQ,         

Fun Day, Workshops, Cailidh, Christmas Party and the Quiz Night. The Pantomime Aladdin, which was a great 

success, followed by an extremely funny very well presented Farndale Play. The year finishing with the brilliant 

production by the Youth Group of Disneyôs Beauty and the Beast.  (See also Treasureôs report p2) 

The Societyôs committee was confirmed with all people who could stand for re-election continuing.  

 

For the first time NODA Service awards were made to Members of DOSYTCo. 

Ashley Cashfield  and Nicola  McErleane .  Each received the 10 year service award, congratulations to them both. 

 

Next Yearôs 2011 October Production. This will be in the newly refurbished Memorial Hall.  

The Chairman requests, that if you have any ideas for the show, contact him or any committee member. 

 As Martyn said  ñItôs your Society, what do YOU want to do?ò 

Tony Wilds, Producer for Matchgirls, presented a summary of the story line, the Characters and the Music. 

At the end of the AGM there was Wine and Nibbles and many people stayed to chat and renew acquaintances, whilst 

music from Matchgirls was played in the background. 

 

So many of the events mentioned could be so much better supported, especially the Productions. If you did not come 

to these events and productions please think about it in the future. Make the effort to support your Society; you never 

know you might enjoy it.  If you already do come along, tell all your friends about it. (Ed) 

 

                                        Dates FOR your Dairy 2010  

 

Wednesday   26
th
  May                                        Made in Heaven   

Tuesday         8
th
  June                                                          Auditions Prep  ñ The Matchgirlsò 

Sunday         13
th
  June                                                         Auditions  for  ñThe Matchgirlsò 

Wednesday  14
th
  June                                       Priority Bookings for Broadway Hits 

Sunday           4
th
  July                          DOS BBQ 

Saturday       24
th
  July                                         Broadway Hits 

Sunday         29
th   

August                                                       DOS Fun Day  (Venue to be Advised) 

Monday        13
th
  September                              Priority Bookings for ñThe Matchgirlsò 

Wednesday  27
th
  October to Saturday 30

th
 October            ñThe Matchgirlsò 

Saturday        4
th
   December                              Christmas Party 

 

 

DOS Committee for 2010 /2011  

Chairman:         Martyn Rolfe    Tel: 01603 408017                      e-mail: martyn.rolfe@ntlworld.com        

Vice Chairman: Marilyn Cara    Tel: 01362 696900                      e-male: Yellow.tulip@cara2494.fsnet.co.uk   

Treasurer       Margaret White    Tel:  01603 412874                     e-mail: whitemags5@aol.com 

Secretary.             Julia Havis     Tel:  01362 820936                     e-mail: julia.havis@btinternet.com      

Patron Secretary Tony Wilds     Tel:   07894  919088.                  e-mail : Anthony.wilds@jobcentreplus.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Committee Members            Jackie Buckingham, Julie Hewitt,  Dave Filer, Kevin Jude, 

 

DOSYTCo  Committee remains as last year. For details and contacts see the Website www.dosoc.co.uk 

 

mailto:martyn.rolfe@ntlworld.com
mailto:ulip@cara2494.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:whitemags5@aol.com
mailto:julia.havis@btinternet.com


 
 

                                           A Message to Our Patrons From the new Patrons Secretary 

 

Dear Patrons. 

As you are no doubt aware, Colleen Harris has decided to retire from the position of Patrons Secretary. 

 I have happily agreed to take over the role. 

Little did realize that I was following a truly dedicated lady who has continuously championed the interest of DOS 

patrons for fourteen years. I hope she will forgive the, what must seem, a somewhat casual way in which I took up 

the baton. 

Her policy has always been, quite simply, to recognise the value of our patrons and the need to keep them up-to-date 

with what is happening with their society.  

There is directness to this policy that like., throughout 2010/2011 (which will be a difficult time for DOS due to the 

refurbishment of our normal venue-the Memorial Hall. Please be assured that I will make every effort to keep you 

up-to ïdate with important issues and events. 

I have always found it a great pleasure to see you, not just in the audience, but also at our social events. So I look 

forward to seeing you in the year ahead. 

Best wishes    Tony Wilds 

 
 

Congratulations. 
4th May:   To Heather & Bernie Neave on their 25th Wedding Anniversary. 

                       
                                                              Congratulation and well done. 

To all the cast, production team and everyone involved in DOS Pantomimes. The NODA award for 

Best Pantomime for this region has been won by DOS for the 3rd consecutive year.   

 

Food Glorious Food  

RecipŜ ŦƻǊ aŀȅ ƛǎ [ŀǾƛƴƛŀΩs                       CRUNCHY ICED LEMON TRAYBAKE                  (Cuts into about 24 pieces) 

Make this in the small roasting tin lined with foil, or double the recipe for the large roasting tin  

(bake this for about 30 ï 35 minutes).  It is delicious served warm or cold.  

A similar cake can be made with poppy seeds (about 40g/1½oz added to the sponge mixture).   

225g (8 oz) self-raising flour.         225g (8 oz) caster sugar.                 3 eggs.                    TOPPING 

175g (6 oz) soft baking margarine.     1½ level teaspoons baking powder.        

 175g (6 oz) granulated sugar. 

finely grated rind of 2 lemons.         6 tablespoons milk.          Juice of 2 lemons 

                                                                                            

1.Line the small roasting tin with foil, and grease well with extra margarine or butter. 

2.Measure all of the cake ingredients into an electric mixer or bowl and beat well until smooth. Turn the mixture into 

the lined tin. 

3.Hang the small roasting tin on the lowest set of runners in the Roasting Oven and slide the cold plain shelf on the 

second set of runners.  Bake for about 25 minutes or until the cake is golden brown and coming away from the sides 

of the tin.  Turn the tin round after 20 minutes if the baking is not even. 

Hang the roasting tin on the lowest set of runners in the Baking Oven.  Should the cake become too brown after, say, 

20 minutes, slide the cold plain shelf above the tray bake on the second set of runners. 

4.Remove cake from the oven.  Mix together the topping ingredients and pour over the surface of the hot cake.  

Leave the cake in the tin until barely warm, and then use the foil lining to lift the cake out.  Cut into about 24 pieces. 

To PREPARE AHEAD:  Best freshly made, although it will keep in airtight container for a few days. 

To FREEZE: Freeze whole well wrapped in foil for about 2 months. 

To THAW:  Thaw at room temperature for 2 ï 3 hours. 

To COOK IN A CONVENTIONAL OVEN: Bake in the oven preheated to 180
o
C/350

o
F/Gas mark 4 for 30 ï 35 minutes. 

 

Child Protection 

The system for vetting people who work with and who chaperone our youngsters will change this 

year. There is new legislation that comes into place in July. The system will be phased in and will be 

totally up and running in 2015. 

We will be keeping abreast of this with the help of our umbrella group NODA. 

Margaret White. 



                
                                  

 

FUN DAY  

Drama 
Workshop  
Oct 2009

BBQ

Cailidh

Family Day Aug

EVENTS 2009

BBQ

 


